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INTRODUCTION 


This volume is the second pregnancy report for North Carolina. The data of this report include reported induced 
abortions, live births, and fetal deaths. The sum of these events represents total reported pregnancies. 


The following section uses tables, graphs, maps, and narrative to examine statewide trends and patterns in 
pregnancy, live birth, abortion, and fetal death. Subsequent sections of this report examine selected characteristics 
of abortions, live births, and fetal deaths with emphasis on abortions since they are not elsewhere reported. Finally, 
for the state, regions, and 100 counties, one-page tables summarize resident abortions, live births, fetal deaths and 
total pregnancies by race and age for total and unmarried women. These tables, which have been produced but not 
published for many years, are frequently requested. This is the major impetus for publishing the present report 
rather than the abortion report published prior to data year 1989. 


Users should note a change in the case of newborn’s race. In 1989 and prior years, race of child was based on race 
of mother and race of the father (when known): A child was ascribed the darker of the two races. Beginning in 1990, 
race of the child is taken to be that of the mother regardless of race of father. This change serves to reduce the number 
of nonwhite births and fetal deaths and increase the number of white events. Users should be aware of this change 
when assessing trends before and after 1990. In 1990, the change resulted in 3.5 percent fewer live births and 2.0 
percent fewer fetal deaths being coded nonwhite. 


Throughout this report, data year 1978 is used as the base since that was the first year that abortion providers 
voluntarily reported detailed characteristics on nearly all of their procedures. Corresponding data for earlier years 
were obtained from a sample and may not be representative. 


Hospitals and clinics in North Carolina reported detailed information on an estimated 94 percent of all abortions 
performed in 1990. For those facilities not reporting 100 percent, the characteristics data have been expanded ina 
random manner to agree with each facility’s total number of abortions. These adjustments should not seriously bias 
the results. For live births and fetal deaths, reporting of the events is believed to be virtually 100 percent, although 


the variables include a number of unknown or not stated values. 


For the maps of this report, a clustering routine from the Statistical Analysis System (SAS) was used to group 
counties that are ‘‘most like each other’”’ with respect to the statistic being examined. This procedure may result in 
very large or very small groups, depending on how the counties differ from one another. 


It is hoped that this report will serve many of the data needs of those individuals and agencies delivering and/or 
planning health services for the childbearing population of the state. Users’ comments are always welcomed. You 
may contact this office at (919) 733-4728, or address correspondence to: 


State Center for Health and Environmental Statistics 
Department of Environment, Health, and Natural Resources 
P.O. Box 29538 

Raleigh, North Carolina 27626-0538 
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TRENDS AND PATTERNS IN PREGNANCY, LIVE BIRTH, 
ABORTION, AND FETAL DEATH 


North Carolina’s total resident pregnancy rate (pregnancies per 1,000 females ages 15-44) declined in 1980 and 
1981, stabilized over the next five years, and rose in each year 1987-1990 (see below). The recent increase involved 
both races, especially nonwhites whose rate increase began in 1986 and exceeded six percent in 1988 alone. 


Live births are the greatest contributor to total pregnancies, so it is not surprising that the state’s fertility rate (live 
births per 1,000 females ages 15-44) has followed the same course as the pregnancy rate. Again, the nonwhite 
increase began earlier and exceeds that for whites. The nonwhite rate rose 15 percent between 1984 and 1990 while 
the white rate rose less than 12 percent during that period. The increase has occurred in most age groups but has been 
more marked in women over 30. Recent trends toward unmarried and/or delayed childbearing may be contributing 
factors. It should be expected that both white and nonwhite fertility will soon peak as the ‘‘baby boom” moves past 
the prime childbearing years. However, no one can predict the confounding effects of new methods of birth control 
and the return of troops from the Middle East. The latter is known to have resulted in increased childbearing during 


late 1991. 


PREGNANCY RATES BY RACE 
NORTH CAROLINA, 1978 — 1990 
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FERTILITY RATES BY RACE 
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Following a period of relative stability, the state’s abortion rate (abortions per 1,000 females ages 15-44) spiked 
in 1984, declined for two years, then rose for two years, and declined again in 1989 and 1990. The nonwhite rate 
rose 8.5 percent in 1988 to an all-time high. The rate for both race groups declined in 1989 and 1990. 


Based on data for 1978-1986, the state’s abortion and fertility rates are negatively correlated at a high level, 
especially for nonwhites. However, for both races and especially nonwhites, the abortion and fertility rates both rose 


in 1987 and 1988, and for nonwhites they both fell in 1990. 


2-1 


The statewide abortion fraction (abortions per 1,000 pregnancies) and the abortion rate are highly correlated. 
The fraction, like the rate, spiked in 1984, increased slightly between 1985 and 1988, and then declined in 1989 and 
1990. 


In considering recent changes in abortion and fertility measures, especially those for nonwhites, one should be 
aware of changes in the number of state-funded abortions. In July 1985, the North Carolina General Assembly 
enacted legislation tightening the qualifications for those abortions, and the number paid for by state funds then 
dropped 58 percent in FY-1986 to less than 3,000 procedures. The following year, in FY-1987, the number 
rebounded to more than 4,000 procedures. In FY-1990, however, the State Abortion Fund received less than half its 
former appropriation, and the number of procedures dropped to under 2,000. During the first 10 months of 
FY-1991, a total of 2,175 procedures were funded. Changes in the statewide number and rate of abortions almost 
certainly reflect these changes in accessibility for poor women. Abortion opportunities and utilization, of course, 
also impact on fertility and probably fetal death as well. 


ABORTION RATES BY RACE ABORTION FRACTIONS BY RACE 
NORTH CAROLINA, 1978 — 1990 NORTH CAROLINA, 1978 — 1990 
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The final component of total reported pregnancies 
is the relatively small number of fetal deaths 16 
(reported stillbirths of 20 or more weeks gestation). 
The state’s fetal death rate (fetal deaths per 1,000 
deliveries) declined steadily between 1978 and 
1985, but with no improvement since. Actually, the 
white rate has continued to decline, but the nonwhite 
rate rose in 1988 and was about the same in 1990 as 
in 1982. Reduced accessibility of abortion to poor 
(high-risk) women may be a contributing factor. 


For each year 1978-1990, the total and race- 
specific measures discussed above are given in the 
following table. Pregnancy and abortion rates for 
1980-1983 are not the same as published in some 
previous abortion reports due to more recent use of 
updated population estimates. In almost all cases, 
the updated rates are lower than the rates previously 


published. 


Pregnancy Rate 
TOTAL 
WHITE 
NONWHITE 


Fertility Rate 
TOTAL 
WHITE 
NONWHITE 


Abortion Rate 
TOTAL 
WHITE 
NONWHITE 


Abortion Fraction 


TOTAL 
WHITE 
NONWHITE 


Fetal Death Rate 
TOTAL 

WHITE 
NONWHITE 


1978 


84.6 
73.4 
117.9 


61.3 
55.0 
80.3 


20.8 
17.1 
30.3 


246.5 
233:5 
256.6 


11.1 
8.5 
16.4 


FETAL DEATH RATES BY RACE 
NORTH CAROLINA, 1978 — 1990 
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1979 


85.4 
14.5 
117.2 


61.2 
551 
79.5 


22.1 
18.3 
31.3 


258.2 
246.1 
266.7 


11.0 
8.9 
15.4 


Abortion Fractions and Fetal Death Rates: 
North Carolina Residents, 1978-1990 


1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 
82.6 80.9 81.3 80.2 81.7 818 808 
W3.2. TUS 127 23% 133 (43> 123 

109.2 106.0 104.6 101.1 103.0 101.1 103.3 
60.4 59.1 59.9 57.7 58.1 59.6 58.9 
548 53:8 545 53:3 54.3 56.1 54:5 
77.0 748 75.4 70.2 69.0 69.3 71.4 
216 21.2 208 21.9 23.1 21.7 21.4 
WO WG lid 18:6 189° 17:8 17:5 
31.1. 30.1 282 29:9 33:3 309° 31.0 

272.7 274.7 268.2 273.6 282.4 264.8 265.2 

256.9 258.6 256.6 257.1 257.0 240.0 241.7 

294.7 295.5 279.9 295.6 322.9 306.0 299.9 
10.3 10.2 9.9 | 8.8 8.6 8.8 
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Year 


1987 


83.2 
74.4 
106.8 


60.5 
56.0 
73.0 


22.2 
£9 
32.9 


267.0 
241.2 
308.3 


8.6 
14 
11.3 


Nonwhite 


1988 


86.1 
75.9 
113.5 


62.4 
57.3 
76.7 


23.1 
18.2 
35.7 


268.2 
240.2 
314.6 


8.9 
6.7 
13.4 


1989 


87.2 
76.5 
11532 


64.6 
59.0 
80.2 


Z2A 
17.2 
33.9 


253:1 
224.7 
294.7 


8.7 
6.6 
13.0 


62 83 84 85 66 87 88 89 90 


1990 


87.9 
77.9 
113.5 


65.6 
60.6 
79.6 


21.7 
16.9 
32.9 


247.0 
216.7 
289.4 


8.6 
65 
13:3 


On pages 2-5 through 2-18, maps and tables depict county-specific pregnancy, fertility, and abortion rates as well 
as abortion fractions for 1990. Fetal death rates are not given due to the instability of the county rates for a single 
year. Users are referred to the five-year fetal death rates published in North Carolina Vital Statistics, Volume 1. 


Clustered alone with the highest pregnancy rate is Onslow County; closest to it are Cumberland, Craven and 
Swain counties. These counties also had some of the highest fertility rates. Orange County had the highest abortion 
rate and abortion fraction. Closest to it are generally the larger, more urban counties. 


For total women ages 15-44, pregnancy rates vary by county from 52.9 to 132.7 per 1,000 women, fertility rates 
vary from 35.1 to 106.3 per 1,000 women, abortion rates vary from 2.7 to 34.0 per 1,000 women, and abortion 
fractions vary from 57.3 to 474.2 abortions per 1,000 pregnancies. Special attention should be given to counties 
with high pregnancy rates among teenagers (ages 15-19). For example, Halifax, Montgomery, Onslow, and Swain 
counties all had teenage pregnancy rates at least 25 percent higher than the statewide teenage pregnancy rate of 105.4. 
The county data for teenagers are tabled on pages 2-9 and 2-10. 
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PREGNANCY RATES 


PREGNANCY RATES 
BY COUNTY OF RESIDENCE 
NORTH CAROLINA 
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FERTILITY RATES 


FERTILITY RATES 


BY COUNTY OF RESIDENCE 
NORTH CAROLINA 
106.3 1990 
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53.2 to 59.5 


35.1 to 50.2 
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ABORTION RATES 


ABORTION RATES 
BY COUNTY OF RESIDENCE — 


HM 33.3 to 34.0 


NORTH CAROLINA 
990 
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SUMMARY OF CHARACTERISTICS OF INDUCED ABORTIONS 


During 1990, the licensed facilities of North Carolina reported 36,494 abortions to the State Center for Health 
and Environmental Statistics, an increase of 34 percent over the number reported in 1978. As in previous years, 
women obtaining these abortions were most often white, between the ages of 15 and 24, and not married. Most had 
never had a previous abortion and had no living children. The table on the next page displays these percentages for 
each year 1978-1990. 


Compared to a total of at least 40 states reporting detailed data for 1988 [latest year reported by the Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC)], women having abortions in North Carolina were more likely to be between the ages of 15 
and 24, to be unmarried, to have had no previous abortions, to have had the present abortion at twelve or fewer 
weeks of pregnancy, and to have had suction curettage. 


Place of Occurrence 

The table on page 3-3 details 1990 North Carolina occurrences according to region and county of occurrence. Of 
the 36,494 abortions reported in North Carolina, 89 percent occurred in eight counties. Twenty-two percent of the 
state total occurred in Mecklenburg, 16 percent occurred in Guilford, and 13 percent occurred in Wake. 

In 1990, a total of 1,111 or 3.2 percent of North Carolina resident abortees received abortions in other states. Of 
these, 50 percent occcurred in Virginia, 24 percent occurred in South Carolina, and 22 percent occurred in Georgia. 


The remaining four percent occurred in Arkansas, Indiana, Maryland, Missouri, New Mexico and Tennessee. 


The number of 1990 abortions occurring in each North Carolina county is mapped below. 


REPORTED INDUCED ABORTIONS 


NUMBER OF ABORTIONS 
BY COUNTY OF OCCURRENCE 


NORTH CAROLINA 


4568 to 8022 
1990 
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Facility of Occurrence 


Nationwide in 1980, hospitals constituted 55 percent of all providers, yet performed only 22 percent of all 
induced abortions. In North Carolina, 93 hospitals (79 percent of providers) performed 19.5 percent of all 
abortions. More than half of the hospital abortions occurred in ten hospitals. 


In 1990, 49 hospitals performed only four percent of abortions occurring in North Carolina. The remaining 96 
percent occurred in 37 nonhospital facilities. 
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Total 
Number 


Residence 
In State 
Out of State 


Age 
14 and under 
15-19 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35 and over 
Mean 


Race 
White 
Nonwhite 


Marital Status 
Married** 


Unmarried 


Education 
8 and under 
9-11 
We 
13 and over 
Mean 


Number of Living 


Children 
None 
1 
2 


3 or more 


1978 
27,266 29,479 32,006 


92.7 
5.0 


127, 
32.7 
34:5 
16.6 

7.9 

5:3 
Loa 


62.6 
34.6 


31.2 
65.0 


Pash 
20.9 
32.5 
27.0 
12.2 


54.5 
19.2 
13.6 

(elt 


Weeks of Gestation*** 


8 and under 
9-12 

13-15 

16-20 

21 and over 
Mean 


38.0 
45.1 
5.6 
4.7 
0.7 
9.6 


Summary of Characteristics of Women Receiving Abortions 


1979 


94.3 
5.1 


1.6 
327, 
34.3 
16.9 

8.0 

4 
22.6 


63.1 
34.2 


28.8 
68.8 


74) 
20.8 
S222 
29.1 
12.3 


55.8 
19.8 
12.9 

6.7 


40.9 
43.6 
4.6 
4.2 
0.5 
9.4 


North Carolina Occurrences, 1978-1990 


1980 


94.2 
5.6 


5 
32.1 
35.9 
17.6 

8.0 

4.4 
22.7 


62.4 
36.0 


27.9 
70.0 


ZA 
211 
32 
29.8 
12:3 


56.7 
20.5 
12.4 

6.7 


43.2 
42.5 
6.1 
3.6 
0.5 
93 


1981 


Percent Distribution* 


1982 


1983 


1984 


1985 


32,050! 311,798" 32;952""'34;458" #323923 


93.6 
6.3 


94.0 
6.0 


94.7 
5.2 


*Percentages may not add to 100 percent due to not stated cases. 


**Married includes separated but not legally divorced. 


***Gestation computed from last menstrual period. 
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95.1 
4.8 


94.6 
5.3 


1986 


1987 


1988 


1989 


1990 


33,765 35,544 37,629 36,799 36,494 


93.7 
6.3 


1.6 
28.9 
33.2 
19.2 
10.2 

5.8 
23.3 


60.7 
37.3 


23.8 
73.8 


1A 
15.9 
36.5 
31.8 
12.6 


56.7 
22.4 
12.4 

522 


44.3 
40.4 
8.5 
3:3 
0.4 
93 


9301 
6.9 


13 
28.6 
33.1 
19.5 
10.2 

6.0 
23.4 


59.9 
38.6 


24.4 
(etl 


Neel 
15.1 
39.3 
B22 
12.6 


54.0 
22.8 
12.8 

5.4 


43.5 
41.1 
8.4 
3.0 
0.4 
93 


923 
{lot 


1.3 
28.4 
33°11 
19.4 
10.5 

6.1 
23.5 


58.6 
40.4 


24.0 
74.4 


ie) 
15.0 
40.7 
32.8 
12.6 


52:5 
23.6 
13.6 

5.6 


45.3 
38.9 
8.3 
3:3 
0.3 
9.2 


91.9 
8.1 


1-2 
27.1 
33.5 
19.6 
11.2 

6.2 
D3 


57.5 
40.5 


23.6 
74.4 


1.8 
12.8 
40.4 
30.3 
12.6 


52.0 
25.3 
14.2 

59 


46.0 
38.8 
7.8 
3.1 
0.2 
9.1 


REPORTED INDUCED ABORTIONS 
BY DEHNR REGION, PERINATAL CARE REGION, 
AND COUNTY OF OCCURRENCE 
NORTH CAROLINA, 1990 
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The remainder of the data appearing in this publication will be resident data. The base year appearing in the 
trend graphs is 1978. That is when the voluntary reporting of detailed abortion data increased to nearly 100 
percent, which substantially improved the reliability of the abortion estimates for population subgroups. 


Place of Residence 


During 1990, a total of 3,040 (8%) of abortions performed in North Carolina were to residents of other states. Of 
these, 53 percent were residents of South Carolina and 36 percent were residents of Virginia. Tennessee accounted 
for 2.6 percent of North Carolina’s nonresident abortions; West Virginia, 1.2 percent; and Georgia, 1.1 percent. 


Among abortions to residents of North Carolina, the distribution by county of residence varied widely during 
1990 with all 100 counties represented. The most populous counties accounted for the greatest frequencies, as 
shown below. 


RESIDENT INDUCED ABORTIONS 


NUMBER OF ABORTIONS 
BY COUNTY OF RESIDENCE 
NORTH CAROLINA 


1686 to 3780 1990 


659 to 1011 
290 to 480 
140 to 272 
4 to 120 


OOHRS 
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PERCENT INDUCED ABORTIONS BY RACE OF ABORTEE 
NORTH CAROLINA, 1978 — 1990 


70 


White 
60 
50 
Race 
40 Nonwhite 
Of the 34,565 North Carolina women known to as 
have had abortions during 1990, a total of 19,792 : 
(57%) were white; 12,714 (37%) were black; 295 o. 


(1%) were American Indian; and 755 (2%) were 30 
other races. For the remainder, race of the abortee 

was unknown. Nonwhite women have higher 

abortion rates and fractions than white women (see 20 
page 2-2). 


0 
78 79 80 81 682 83 864 85 86 87 88 89 90 
Year 


North Carolina resident induced abortions by race of abortee for 1978 through 1990 are given below. 


Resident Induced Abortions 
By Race of Abortee 

North Carolina, 1978-1990 
Year Total White Nonwhite 
1978 25,277 15,806 8,946 
1979 27,799 17,386 9,664 
1980 30:155 18,697 10,975 
1981 30,000 18,562 10,863 
1982 29,890 18,925 10,369 
1983 31,892 20,038 11235 
1984 34,138 20,705 12,825 
1985 32,478 19,648 12,328 
1986 32,849 19,816 12,353 
1987 34,344 20,457 13,346 
1988 36,066 20,988 14,711 
1989 34,907 19,966 14,242 
1990 34,565 19,792 13,764 


NOTE: Race-specific counts do not sum to the total due to cases of unknown race. 
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PERCENT INDUCED ABORTIONS BY AGE of ABORTEE 
NORTH CAROLINA, 1978 — 19 


40 


Age 


The mean age of North Carolina residents having 
abortions during 1990 was 23.8 years. The highest Ao 
‘ and under 
percentage of abortions was to women between 20 
and 24 years of age. The percentage at younger ages 
has declined since 1978. 


30 


In 1988, the most current year of age-specific data 
from CDC, 56.7 percent of United States abortees 
were between the ages of 15 and 24 years. This 
compares to 61.3 percent of 1988 North Carolina 
abortees and 59.8 percent of 1990 North Carolina 
abortees. 


In 1990, North Carolina’s resident abortion rate 
was 36.5 per 1,000 females ages 15-19 and 44.8 per 
1,000 females ages 20-24, dropping substantially 
thereafter to 4.6 per 1,000 females ages 35-44. The 
statewide abortion fraction was highest at ages 15- 
19 (346.4 per 1,000 pregnancies) and lowest at ages 
30-34 (164.6 per 1,000 pregnancies). 
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Age-adjusting the North Carolina abortion rates for women ages 15-44, using the July 1980 North Carolina 
female population as the standard, yields the following: 


Age- 
Crude Adjusted 

Rate Rate 

1980 21.6 2A 
1981 21E2 21.0 
1982 20.8 DAO 
1983 21.9 22.3 
1984 23.1 23.6 
1985 7S 2233 
1986 21.4 223 
1987 222 23:3 
1988 2301 24.5 
1989 221 235 
1990 21 23.9 


Comparing the adjusted rates across years, it is seen that the rate rose about six percent in each of 1983 and 1984, 
then declined before increasing again in 1987 and 1988. The net increase between 1980 and 1990 was about 13 
percent. The following table corroborates age-specific increases in abortion use during the 1980s. Increased rates are 
observed in all age groups; however, the abortion fraction has declined at ages 15-19, 30-34, and 35-44. 
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ABORTION RATES AND ABORTION FRACTIONS BY AGE 
NORTH CAROLINA, 1980-1990 


Age 1980 1981 1982 1983 
Rates 15-19 35.2 35.2 34.1 36.9 
Fractions 375.9 385.3 372.4 398.4 
Rates 20-24 38.7 37.6 37:7 39.0 
Fractions 266:2...,.265:%},, 265.1... 280.9 
Rates 25-29 21.0 21.0 212 22.6 
Fractions 178.4 180.8 179.5 189.2 
Rates 30-34 10.2 10.9 10.7 11.8 
Fractions 175.0 178.4 172.2 187.0 
Rates 35-44 3.6 3.6 3.9 4.1 
Fractions 295.2. 297.5 295.6 303.0 
Rates All Ages 21.6 21.2 20.8 21.9 
Fractions 272.7 274.7 268.2 273.6 


Marital Status 


Only 23.3 percent of North Carolina residents 
receiving abortions during 1990 were legally mar- 
ried at the time of the procedure. This compares to 
28 percent in 1980 and 32 percent in 1978. Among 
all states reporting to CDC in 1988, 20 percent of 
the abortees were married. 


Unmarried women (those widowed, divorced or 
never married) constituted 73.6 percent of North 
Carolina resident abortees during 1990. This 
compares to 70 percent in 1980 and 66 percent in 
1978. Among abortions reported to CDC in 1988, 
about 80 percent of abortees were unmarried. 


1984 


39.6 
416.0 


41.4 
291.3 


24.2 
206.1 


12.5 
189.0 


4.2 
292.9 


23.1 
282.4 
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1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 
38.1 37.6 38.7 40.1 37.0 36.5 
399.9 400.6 402.2 399.5 365.1 346.4 
38.7 38.0 39.9 42.7 42.5 44.8 
271.5 268.7 274.0 283.1 274.6 272.8 
pie | 22:7 24.1 25.3 24.8 24.2 
189.5 190.1 194.3 196.9 186.8 182.6 
11.8 12.6 1331 13.9 14.0 13.0 
174.7. 182.9 179.1 185.3. 179.0 164.6 
4.0 4.2 4.4 4.6 4.3 4.6 
281.5 284.6 279.1 276.1 2469 255.1 
217 21.4 22:2 23.1 221 21.7 
264.8 265.2 267.0 268.2 253.1 247.0 
PERCENT INDUCED ABORTIONS 
BY MARITAL STATUS OF ABORTEE 
éo NORTH CAROLINA, 1978 — 1990 
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PERCENT INDUCED ABORTIONS 
BY EDUCATION OF ABORTEE 
50 NORTH CAROLINA, 1978 — 1990 


30 


13 and over 


Percent 


20 
11 and under 


i?) 
78 79 80 61 682 83 84 85 86 87 88 88 980 
Year 


Number of Living Children 


Fifty percent of North Carolina resident abortees 
in 1990 had no living children. The percentage 
having three or more living children has decreased, 
from 7.8 in 1978 to 5.8 in 1990. 


The number of North Carolina women obtaining 
abortions in 1990 was inversely related to the 
number of living children. This pattern has prevailed 
since 1978. 


Educational Attainment 


The mean educational attainment of residents 
receiving abortions during 1990 was 12.7 years. 
Seventy-one percent had had at least 12 years of 
education; this compares to 60 percent during 


1978. 


Educational attainment has remained a high non- 
response variable in the reporting of abortions. 
Sixteen percent of North Carolina resident abortion 
reports for 1990 did not specify educational attain- 
ment of the abortee. 


PERCENT INDUCED ABORTIONS 
BY NUMBER OF LIVING CHILDREN 
60 NORTH CAROLINA, 1978 — 1990 
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PERCENT INDUCED ABORTIONS 
BY PREVIOUS ABORTION 
40 NORTH CAROLINA, 1978 — 1990 


Percent Having a Previous Abortion 
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Gestation 


During 1990, 86 percent of North Carolina 
resident abortions were performed within the first 
12 menstrual weeks of pregnancy. Eight percent of 
women obtained abortions in the 13-16 week 
interval while 2.0 percent obtained later abortions. 
In 1978, 86 percent of women obtained abortions 
within 12 menstrual weeks. 


In 1990, the percentage of women obtaining 
abortions beyond the 20th week of gestation was 
0.4, the same as in 1985. The mean gestational 
weeks of pregnancy was 9.3 in 1985 and 1986, 9.4 
in 1987, 9.2 in 1988 and 1989, and 9.0 in 1990. 


Compared to abortees in other states in 1988 
(CDC data), North Carolina abortees were more 
likely to have the procedure during the first eight 
weeks and less likely to have it beyond the sixteenth 
week. 
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Previous Abortions 


The issue of repeat abortion is a matter of 
concern; 34 percent of North Carolina women 
having abortions during 1990 reported at least one 
previous abortion. This compares to 19 percent in 


1978. 


Of the 11,693 abortees reporting a prior abor- 
tion, 72 percent reported one, 20 percent reported 
two, and eight percent reported three or more. 


Based on 1988 data reported to CDC, abortees in 
other states were more likely than North Carolina 
abortees to report a previous abortion. 


PERCENT INDUCED ABORTIONS 
BY WEEKS OF GESTATION 
50 NORTH CAROLINA, 1978 — 1990 
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Complications 


Abortion providers report relatively few complications associated with abortion. Compared to 1.5 percent in 
1978, only 0.3 percent of resident abortions during 1990 involved reported complications. The most frequently 
reported condition was “retained products.”’ 


Terminating Procedures 


Suction curettage accounted for 97.5 percent of all resident abortion procedures reported for 1990. This was 
followed by prostaglandin injection (1.0%), saline injection (0.6%), other procedures not specified (0.6%), and 
sharp curettage (0.3%). Major abdominal operations for abortions (hysterectomy ) accounted for only 0.02 percent 
of total abortion procedures. 


During the first twelve weeks of gestation, suction curettage is commonly used. As more abortees have utilized 
clinics and obtained earlier abortions, the percentage of abortions performed by suction curettage has increased 
from 90 percent in 1978 to the present 97.5 percent. 


SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS OF RESIDENT LIVE BIRTHS 
AND FETAL DEATHS 


Live Births 


Following many years of steady decline, the state’s fertility rate bottomed out during the mid-eighties and is now 
rising. In absolute numbers, the upward trend amounts to an increase of 27 percent since 1978 to 104,439 resident 
live births in 1990. This means an additional 22,000 live births per year in a time when many physicians are leaving 
obstetrical practices or refusing Medicaid patients. Moreover, women at high risk of unfavorable pregnancy 
outcomes are contributing disproportionately to the increase. 


Here, we examine several live birth trends that evoke particular public health concern because of possible 
economic, emotional, and health consequences to mother/child. Several other publications available from this 
office offer much more detail about live births and their maternal and medical characteristics. Region, county, and 
some city data are also available. 


Race 


As depicted graphically on page 2-1, recent increases in the fertility rate have been greater for nonwhites than for 
whites. The table below shows the absolute numbers of live births by race. The white number rose 28 percent while 
the nonwhite number rose 24 percent between 1978 and 1990. 


Resident Live Births 
by Race of Child 
North Carolina, 1978-1990 


YEAR TOTAL WHITE NONWHITE 


1978 82,407 55,920 26,881 
1979 83,782 56,480 27,302 
1980 84,481 57,286 27,195 
1981 83,752 56,756 26,996 
1982 85,908 58,149 21.139 
1983 83,854 57,446 26,408 
1984 85,986 59,399 26,587 
1985 89,391 61,766 27,625 
1986 90,228 61,746 28,482 
1987 93,481 63,876 29,605 
1988 97,560 65,937 31,623 
1989 102,091 68,455 33,636 
1990 104,439 71,095 33,344 


Maternal Age 


The graphs on the next page depict trends in age-specific white and nonwhite fertility rates. Recent increases are 
observed in all age-race groups, although the rate for nonwhites 35-44 was about the same in 1990 as in 1978. 


Of particular concern are the rising rates among younger and older mothers, among whom health consequences to 


mother and her child are often more frequent and severe. The higher but declining fetal death rates of older mothers 
are shown in the table on page 4-5. 
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WHITE FERTILITY RATES BY AGE 
NORTH CAROLINA, 1978 — 1990 
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Unmarried Mothers 


High divorce rates and the widespread tendency 
to delay marriage to older ages have both contributed 
to growth in the unmarried female population. In 
addition, the fertility rate of unmarried women has 
increased. Together, these factors have resulted in a 
steady rise in the percentage of live births occurring 
out of wedlock. 


Beginning at 18.1 in 1978, the percentage of 
North Carolina live births to unmarried mothers 
reached 29.4 in 1990. By race, the white percentage 
more than doubled, from 5.6 to 14.2; while the 
nonwhite percentage rose by 41 percent, from 43.9 
to 61.9. The numerical increases in births to 
unmarried mothers have been 222 percent for 
whites and 75 percent for nonwhites—a total of 105 
percent more of these births in 1990 than in 1978. 


Births Per 1,000 Women in Age Group 


NONWHITE FERTILITY RATES BY AGE 
NORTH CAROLINA, 1978 — 1990 
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PERCENT LIVE BIRTHS TO UNMARRIED MOTHERS 
NORTH CAROLINA, 1978 — 1990 
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Low-Weight Births 


Low birthweight (5 pounds, 8 ounces or less) is 
the single greatest contributor to infant mortality 
and morbidity. Thus, it isa matter of urgent concern 
that North Carolina’s low-birthweight rate of 8.0 
percent in 1990 was no better than that observed at 
mid-century. North Carolina’s rate is also among 
the highest in the nation. 


The accompanying graph reveals a slight improve- 
ment among whites between 1978 and 1983 with 
none since then and an increased rate among 
nonwhites in the 1987-1989 period. In absolute 
numbers, white and nonwhite low-weight births 
have risen by 24 and 33 percent respectively since 
their low points of the 1978-1990 period. 


PERCENT VERY LOW—WEIGHT LIVE BIRTHS BY RACE 
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PERCENT LOW—WEIGHT LIVE BIRTHS BY RACE 
NORTH CAROLINA, 1978 — 1990 
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Very Low-Weight Births 


These babies have birthweights of 3 pounds, 4 
ounces or less. As shown by the accompanying 
graph, the percentage of newborns at these weights 
has fluctuated around 1.0 for whites and between 
2.4 and 2.9 for nonwhites over the 1978-1990 
period. In absolute numbers, both white and 
nonwhite births at these very low weights have risen 
by 47 percent since their low points of the last 13 
years. 


No Prenatal Care 


Although still representing a relatively small 
fraction of all live births, the increasing percentage 
of births to mothers who had no prenatal care is a 
major concern. That percentage has risen sharply 
since 1984 and is now twice its 1978 level. The 
increase has been 100 percent for both whites and 
nonwhites. In absolute numbers, 140 percent more 
whites and 153 percent more nonwhites had no 
prenatal care in 1990 than in 1978. However, it is 
somewhat encouraging that the nonwhite percentage 
did fall in 1990 for the first time in a decade, from 
3.6 to 3.4. Simultaneously, the white percentage 
rose, from 0.9 to 1.0. 
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PERCENT LIVE BIRTHS WITH NO PRENATAL CARE 
BY RACE 
4 NORTH CAROLINA, 1978 — 1990 
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Fetal Deaths 


As shown graphically on page 2-3, both whites and nonwhites experienced some reduction in fetal mortality over 
the 1978-1990 period. However, the state’s overall rate remains one of the highest in the nation. 


This section examines trends in white and nonwhite fetal death by race and maternal age. Race-specific fetal death 
rates for regions, counties, and cities are available in North Carolina Vital Statistics, Volume 1, and fetal death rates for 
the various maternal characteristics and medical risk factors will be examined in the forthcoming Birth and Infant 
Mortality report, scheduled for production in 1992. Counties are urged to use five-year fetal death rates rather than 
the less stable single-year rates. 


Race 


Since 1978, the decrease in fetal mortality (fetal deaths per 1,000 deliveries) has been about the same for whites 
(24%) as for nonwhites (19%). However, as shown in the table below, there has been virtually no change for either 
race in the number of fetal deaths. 


Resident Fetal Deaths by Race 
North Carolina, 1978-1990 


YEAR TOTAL WHITE NONWHITE 


1978 923 474 449 
1979 932 506 426 
1980 877 472 405 
1981 864 466 398 
1982 863 492 371 
1983 818 449 369 
1984 766 461 305 
1985 775 445 330 
1986 800 440 360 
1987 814 477 337 
1988 872 443 429 
1989 899 455 i oe 
1990 911 463 448 


Maternal Age 


Because of the instability of the fetal death rates by race and age, they are not graphed here. However, the table 
below serves to point up the higher rates among mothers 35 and older as well as the age-race-specific declines since 
1978. By 1990, the rate for whites 35 and older had dropped 52 percent since 1978. The rate for older nonwhites 
also dropped substantially between 1979 and 1989 but rose 28 percent in 1990. 


Fetal Death Rates by Age and Race 
North Carolina, 1978-1990 


Year 


AGE and RACE 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 
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15-19 White Os 10) 382s AO Or 75 105293, 7.2 8 27.5: 85° 910 
Nonwhite 168 16.4 14.2 164 11.3 13.2 10.1 12.5 12.8 104 14.9 12.5 12.3 
20-24 White 18 86 82-81 86 76 69 76. 72 °62.. 66 59 6.2 
Nonwnite. 14.37 13.4 13.5 11:7 13:1 12.8 101° 11.6 108 9.3 12.2 12.7 125 
25-29 White tos 18. 1.9: 6:3" ~6.9° 0739 (6.5 "5.98 963 ~T4. 5:9 (63° > 5.5 
Nonwhite 15.2 15:1 14.6 136 148 122 11.0 100 12.5, 11.8 11.9 12.0 12.2 
30-34 White S27 78:65) 7.5 5:09 Wt ae (OI (82 F683 7.5. 4722) 963 . 5:8 6:1 
Nonwhite 19.7 17.6 15.2 17.5 98 185 134 11.0 13.3 13.8 10.2 13.9 14.4 
35-44 White. 162-127 153 124 149 115 113 “65 88 11.7 80 .8.1 —738 
Nonwhite 27.5 33:2 22.6 21.3 230 2236 209 193 18.2. 18.1 18.5. 16.7. 21.3 
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TOTAL RESIDENT PREGNANCIES 


COUNTY OF RESIDENCE, 
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YADKIN 
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NONWHITE 


oe oe oe 
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TOTAL 


PO 
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FETAL DEATH 


TOTAL 


RACE 


PREGNANCY OUTCOME 
LIVE BIRTH 


TOTAL 


RACE 


oe ee oe 
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APPENDIXES 


APPENDIX A 
N. C. DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH, AND NATURAL RESOURCES 


State Center for Health and Environmental Statistics 


INDUCED ABORTION CASE REPORT 


For State Use Only 


FACILITY CODE: 


. NAME OF FACILITY: 


2 
5 RESIDENCE CODE: 
= 
< 
z 
© | 2. RESIDENCE OF PATIENT: 
z STATE COUNTY CITY INSIDE CITY LIMITS 
= O YES ONO 
& | 3. AGE OF PATIENT: 4. COMPLETED YEARS OF EDUCATION: 5. FACILITY FILE NO.: 
= IN YEARS (circleone) 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 (OPTIONAL) 
O40 1f 12" 13" "14" “1516-174 
= 
w | 6. RACE OF PATIENT: 7. MARITAL STATUS 
O 1=WHITE 0 3 = AMERICAN INDIAN O 1=MARRIED G'e= NEVER MARRIED = =a noweo 
O 2= BLACK 0 4= OTHER O 2=SEPARATED O 4=DIVORCED 


9. CURRENT PREGNANCY 


8a. HISTORY OF PREVIOUS PREGNANCIES: 


(COMPLETE EACH SECTION) a. DATE OF LAST 
LIVE BIRTHS OTHER TERMINATIONS MENSTRUAL PERIOD: 
NUMBER | NUMBER NUMBER FETAL/ | NUMBER 
NOW LIVING | NOW DEAD SPONTANEOUS | INDUCED 


b. DATE OF 
ABORTION: 


| 
O NONE | ONONE O NONE 0 NONE 


8b. TERMINATION DATE OF MO. DAY YR. 
LAST PREVIOUS PREGNANCY: 


c. LENGTH OF GESTATION: 
(PHYSICIAN'S ESTIMATE IN WEEKS) 


PREGNANCY HISTORY 


. COMPLICATIONS OF PREGNANCY TERMINATION: 


10a. PROCEDURE THAT TERMINATED PREGNANCY: 1 
(CHECK ONLY ONE) (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY) 


_ 


0 0= NONE 

O 1 = HEMORRHAGE 

O 2 = SEPSIS (INFECTION) 

O 3 = UTERINE PERFORATION 
O 4 = CERVICAL LACERATION 
O 5 = RETAINED PRODUCTS 
O 6 = OTHER (SPECIFY) 


ae 
2 
- 
< 
= 
c 
°o 
ire 
= 
a 
< 
3 
(2) 
Ww 
= 


10b. ADDITIONAL PROCEDURES: OYES ONO 


” DEHNR 1891 (Revised 8/91) a ____WH___ 
Center for Health and Environmental Statistics (Review 3/92) NAME AND TITLE OF PERSON COMPLETING REPORT 


Distribution: White — State copy; Pink — Facility Copy 


CHILD 


PARENTS 


STATE COPY 


CERTIFIER 


APPENDIX B 


NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH, AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
DIVISION OF EPIDEMIOLOGY — VITAL RECORDS SECTION 


Registration CERTIFICATE OF LIVE BIRTH 


District No. Local No. 
CHILD'S NAME (First, Middle, Last) 


BIRTH NO. — 132 


DATE OF BIRTH (Month, Day, Year) TIME OF BIRTH 

2 i M 
CITY, TOWN, OR LOCATION OF BIRTH COUNTY OF BIRTH 

5 & 


PLACE OF BIRTH: O Hospital O Freestanding Birth Center 0 Clinic/Doctor's Office | FACILITY NAME (/f not institution, give street and number) 
O Residence 

7. O Other (Specify) 
FATHER'S NAME (First, Middle, Last) 


8 


DATE OF BIRTH (Month, Day, Year) BIRTHPLACE (State or foreign country) 


‘ 10. 11. 
IDEN NAME DATE OF BIRTH (Month, Day, Yeer) 


% 
MOTHER'S NAME (First, Middle, Las!) 


2 


USUAL RESIDENCE ce aaa CITY, TOWN OR LOCATION 
INSIDE CITY LIMITS | MOTHER'S MAILING ADDRESS (/f same as residence, enter Zip Code 
Yes or No) “same~) 
1Se. 16a. 
RELATION TO CHILD IF MOTHER CANNOT SIGN |SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER REQUESTED 
Wa 17b. We = YES fl NO Oj 


| certify that this child was born alive at the place and time and on the |DATE SIGNED ATTENDANTS NAME AND TITLE (/f other than cartifier) (Type/Print) 
date stated. Signature (Month, Day, Year) 


2a 
BIRTHPLACE (State or foreign country) 


14. 
STREET AND NUMBER 


15d. 
MOTHER'S SIGNATURE / certify thet | have inspected this cestificate. 
Sy 5 


18a 
CERTIFIER’S NAME & TITLE (Type/Print) 


18. 


Omo.000.0 inistrator ATTENDANTS MAILING ADDRESS (Street & Number or Rural Route & Number, City, Town, Zip Code) 
O CNM. O Other Midwife 
20.0 Other (Specify) 


21. 
DATE REC'D BY LOCAL REG 


SIGNATURE OF REGISTRAR DATE NAME ADDED DATE AMENDED 
22d. r=§ 24 


Ze 


DEHNR 1201 
(Revised 8/80) 
VITAL RECORDS 


COLOR OR RACE OF FATHER (Specify White, Black, American Indian, etc.) COLOR OR RACE OF MOTHER (Specify White, Black, American Indian, etc.) 
Be 2b. 


INFORMATION FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH USE ONLY 


77a. SSN 
27. EDUCATION (Highest Grade Completed) 


Elementary/Secondary (0-12) College (1-4 or 5+) 


28a SSN 
26b. EDUCATION (Highest Grade Completed) 


Elementary/Secondary (0-12) College (1-4 or 5+) 
26c. HISPANIC (Cuban, Mexican, Puerto Rican, etc.) ORIGIN? 27c. HISPANIC (Cuban, Mexican, Puerto Rican, etc) ORIGIN? 


ONo OYes (Specify) ONo OYes (Specity) 


MOTHER MARRIED (AI birth, conception or between | PLURALITY — Single, Twin, Triplet. IF NOT SINGLE — Bom First, Second, Third, 
birth and conception) etc (Specify) etc. (Specify) 
2B. 2a. 7b. 


30. PREGNANCY HISTORY (Complete each section) 
@ Live Births (Do not include this child) 


BIRTH WEIGHT (Specify) 
ae 1B oz 


Date of last Live Birth 
Now Dead. Number ___0 None (Month, Day, Year) 


b. OTHER TERMINATIONS (Spontaneous and DATE OF LAST OTHER TERMINATION 
induced at any time after conception) Number —__ (Month, Day, Year) 


DATE LAST NORMAL MENSES BEGAN | MONTH OF PREGNA ens PRENATAL PRENATAL VISITS — Total Number” Total Number | CLINICAL ESTIMATE OF | Did mother have blood test for 
Inet Day, Year) cane BEGAN (First, Second, etc.) i none, $0 stale) GESTATION (Weeks) oe? (Specity yes or no } 


MOTHER TRANSFERRED PRIOR TO DELIVERY? O NO O YES If yes, entername of |INFANT TRANSFERRED? O NO O YES If yes, enter name of facility transferred to 
facility transterred from 


wa 


Now Living. Number ____ 0) None. 


37. 


Othor (Specily) 


38a. MEDICAL HISTORY FOR THIS 40. EVENTS OF LABOR AND/OR DELIVERY 43. CONGENITAL ANOMALIES OF CHILD 

PREGNANCY (Check all that apply) (Check all that apply) 

(Check elithel eppy) Febrile (> 100° F. or 38°C.) 01.0 | Anencephalus 10 
Anemia (Hct. < 30/Hgb. < 10) 01 CO | Meconium, moderate/heavy 02 O | Spina bifida/Meningocele 020 
Cardiac disease 02 O | Premature rupture of membrane ( > 12 hours) ..03 0 | Hydrocephalus w6O 
Acute or chronic lung disease 03 D | Abruptio placenta 04 0 | Microcephalus 00 
Diabetes 04 D | Placenta previa 05 0 | Other central nervous system anomalies 
Genital herpes 05 D | Other excessive bleeding 060 ity) oo 
Hydramnios/Oligohydramnios 06 CO | Seizures during labor 070 as ee 
Hemoglobinopathy 07 CO | Precipitous labor ( < 3 hours) 08 C | Heart malformations 060 
Hypertension, chronic 08 CO | Prolonged labor ( > 20 hours) O | Otheg circulatory/respiratory anomalies 
Hypertension, pregnancy-associated 09 O | Dysfunctional labor 180 . 

Eclampsia 10 D | Breech/Malpresentation x ere (Spec) 70 

Incompetent cervix 11 0 | Cephalopelvic disproportion \. 4. 12 Ch Rectal atresia/stenosis 08 0 

Previous infant 4000+ grams 12 0 | Cord prolapse ct ~ 13 0 | Tracheo-esophageal fistula/Esophageal 

Previous preterm or small-for-gestational- Anesthetic complications  qX\ \.-- 140] atresia 00 
age infant 13 D | Fetal distress N a * 150 | Omphalocele/Gastroschisis 100 

Renal disease 140 | None m. Me * 00 C | Other gastrointestinal anomalies 

Rh sensitization 15 D | Other (Specify) us 160 

Uterine bleeding 160 oe os (Specity) . z 

None 000 y Malformed genitalia 1 

Other (Specify) 70 41. METHO! DELIVERY (Check ail that apply) Renal agenesis 130 

Vaginal wy 01 0 | Other urogenital anomalies 

38b. OTHER HISTORY FOR THIS PREGNANCY May rial ited previous cesecton ee (Specity) - 140 

(Compiateleiiitors) Repeat C-section 04 C1 | Cleft lip/palate 150 

Tobacco use during pregnancy YesO NoO |] Forceps 05 D | Polydactyly/Syndactyly/Adactyly 160 

Average number cigarettes per day —__ Vacuum 06 O | Club foot 170 
Alcohol use during pregnancy YesO NoO Diaphragmatic hemia 180 
Wel ae tlie week = 42. CONDITIONS OF THE NEWBORN Other musculoskeletal/integumental anomalies 
ght g uring pregnancy (Check all that apply) (Specity) 190 
Anemia (Hct < 39/Hbg < 13) 010 | Down's syndrome 200 
st esse aa pal Birth injury 02 DO | Other chromosomal anomalies 
pply Fetal alcohol syndrome oO (Specity) 210 
Amniocentesis 01 0 | Hyaline membrane disease/ROS 040 
Electronic fetal monitoring 02 D0 | Meconium aspiration syndrome 05 0 | None 00 
Induction of labor 03 0 | Assisted ventilation < 30 min 06 © | Other (Specity). 220 
Stimulation of labor 04 D | Assisted ventilation 2 30 min 070 
Tocolysis 05 O | Seizures 080 
Ultrasound 061) | None oor) 
None 00 |.) | Other (Specity) oer) 


APPENDIX C 


NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH, AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
DIVISION OF EPIDEMIOLOGY — VITAL RECORDS SECTION 


Registration REPORT OF FETAL DEATH 
District No. Local No. 
NAME OF FETUS FIRST MIDOLE LAST SEX OF FETUS OATE OF DELIVERY TIME OF DELIVERY 
FETUS 
1. 2 3. 4 M 
NAME OF FACILITY (/f not institution, give street and number) CITY, TOWN, OR LOCATION COUNTY OF DELIVERY 
Sa 5b. Se 
MOTHER'S NAME (First, Middle, Last) MAIDEN SURNAME DATE OF BIRTH (Month, Day, Year) 
ba 6b. 7. 
RESIDENCE STATE COUNTY CITY, TOWN, OR LOCATION STREET AND NUMBER 
PARENTS 
t 8d. &e L5 
INSIDE CITY LIMITS. FATHER'S NAME (First, Middle, Last) DATE OF BIRTH (Month, Day, Year) 
(Yes or No) 
Be. o. 10. 
PART |. FETAL DEATH WAS CAUSED BY. ENTER ONLY ONE CAUSE PER LINE FOR (a), (b), (c) SPECIFY FETAL Ol MATEMINAL 
Fetal or maternal condition 
a Ing fetal death (a) IMMEDIATE CAUSE 
Fetal and/or maternal condi- 
CAUSE tions, if any, giving risk to the (b) DUE TO, OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OF 
immediate cause (a), stating 
the undertying cause last 
11, (c) OUE TO, OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OF 
SIGN WITH PART I!, OTHER SIGNIFICANT CONDITIONS of fetus or mother which may have contributed to fetal PHYSICIAN'S ESTIMATE | Fetus died before labor, during labor | AUTOPSY (Specily Yes or No) 
PERMANENT Geath but not resutting in the undertying cause given in Part | OF GESTATION (Weeks) | oF delivery, unknown (Specity) 
BLACK INK Wa 120. 120 12 
| certity that this delivery occurred on the date shown and that the fetus was born dead ATTENDANT M.0., Nurse-Midwife, Midwife, other DATE SIGNED 
SIGNATURE: (Specity) 
14. Sa 15d. 
MAILING ADDRESS SIGNATURE OF MEDICAL EXAMINER (II delivery not attended by physician) 
CERTIFIER 
1S¢. 16. 
DATE RECEIVED BY LOCAL REGISTRAR | SIGNATURE OF REGISTRAR 
7a 17b. 
INFORMATION FOR STATISTICAL USE ONLY 
OF HISPANIC ORIGIN? (Specify Yes RACE — American Indian, 20. EDUCATION 21. OCCUPATION AND BUSINESS/INDUSTRY 
or No, I! yes, specify Cuban, Mexican, White, Black, etc. pecity only highest grade completed Worked during I Te 
18. Puerto Rican, etc., below) 19. (Specity below) Elem /Sec. (0-12) College (1-4 or 5+) Occupation Business/Industry 
OYes ONo 
MOTHER Specify. 
18a 19a. 20a. 21a 21b. 
OyYes ONo 
FATHER Specity: 
18b. 190. 20b. 21c 21d. 


EGNANCY. HISTORY 
MULTIPLE BIRTHS set 


OTHER TERMINATIONS 


MOTHER MARRIED? (AI del , conception, | DATE LAST NORMAL MENSES BEGAN 
Or any time between) (Yes or No, (Month, Day, Year) 
a 24. 


Enter State File 
Number of (Spontaneous and induced at MONTH OF PREGNANCY PRENATAL PRENATAL VISITS — Total Number 
Mate(s) any time after conception) CARE BEGAN — First, Second, Third, etc (I none, so state) 
LIVE BIRTH(S) 22d. (Do not include this fetus) 26 
WEIGHT OF FETUS CLINICAL ESTIMATE OF | Did mother have bioud test for 
Number ___ ONone GESTATION (Weeks) Syphilis? (Specily yes or no) 

FETAL DEATHS) z7. LB. oz. 2. 2. 

DATE OF LAST LIVE BIRTH DATE OF LAST OTHER TERMINATION PLURALITY — Single, Twin, Triplet, etc IF NOT SINGLE BIRTH—Born First, Second, 
DEHNR 2087 (Month, Year) (Month, Year) (Specity) Third, etc. (Specity) 
(Revised 10/89) Ze. Ze. a 30b. 
VITAL RECORDS 


3a MEDICAL HISTORY FOR THIS PREGNANCY 
(Check all that apply) 


Genital herpes................. 


Hysterotomy/Hysterectomy : 070 


33. OBSTETRIC PROCEDURES 
(Check all that apply) 


TWOGOSIB cs s2s:ecen cscs 


35. CONGENITAL ANOMALIES OF FETUS 
(Check all that apply) 


Anemia (Het. < 30/Hgb. < 10)...... Amniocentesis .......... 010 | Anencephalus 010 
Cardiac disease ................. 2s Electronic fetal monitoring... ...020 | Spina bifida/Meningocele 020 
Acute or chronic lung disease .... Induction of labor..... a5 ..030 | Hydrocephalus 030 

SOEECE IS Stimulation of labor ..040 | Microcephalus .. ‘ 040 


Other central nervous system anomalies 


Hydramnios/Oligohydramnios Ultrasound 060 
Hemoglobinopathy ...... None...... ie cog | /Specity) ——____________ 050 
Hypertension, chronic .... pert Other (Specify). Heart malformations 060 
Hypertension, pregnancy-associated Other circulatory/respiratory anomalies 
Eclampela ..............- 34. EVENTS OF LABOR AND/OR DELIVERY (Spocily).__.._- ore 
Incompetent cervix . .. : (Check all that apply) 
Previous infant 4000_] grams PPIY, Rectal atresia/stonosis 081 
Previous preterm or small-for-gestational- Febrile ( > 100° F. or 38°C.) 010 | Tracheo-esophageal fistula/Esophageal 
age infant 5 130 | Meconium, moderate/heavy 020 atresia 090 
Renal disease........... wae 140 | Premature rupture of membrane (> 12 hours) ..030 | Omphalocele/Gastroschisis 100 
Rh sensitization. 5 : . 150 | Abruptio placenta.... aeieebiedé Reeweslsrts .040 | Other gastrointestinal anomalies 
Uterine bleeding ...... cate 160 | Placenta previa 60 
None oes : : : 000 | Other excessive bleeding 060 (Specity) ile. 
Other (Specify). Seizures during labor 070 | Malformed genitalia 120 
Precipitous labor ( < 3 hours) 080 | Renal agenesis 130 
31b. ADDITIONAL HISTORY FOR THIS PREGNANCY | Prolonged labor ( > 20 hours) 09,0, | Other urogenitelianomalics 
(Complete all items) Oystunctional labor 100 | (Specity) 140 
Breech/Malpresentation 110 
Tobacco use during pregnancy YesO NoD | Cephalopelvic disproportion 120 | Clef lip/palate 150 
Average number cigarettes per day —__ Cord prolapse 130 | Polydactyly/Syndactyly/Adactyly 160 
Alcohol use during pregnancy ........ YesO NoO Anesthetic complications 140 Club foot 170 
Average number of drinks per week Fetal distress .. 150 Diaphragmatic hernia 180 
Weight gained during pregnancy ___ Ibs. None.... * ,.000 Other musculoskeletal/integumental anomalies 
Other (Specify). 160 (Specily) 190 


32 METHOD OF DELIVERY (Check all that apply) Pown'sisyndrome 200 
Vaginal! 2 ainacoense aos . 10 Other chromosomal anomalies 

Vaginal birth after previous C-section 020 (Specily) 210 
Primary C-section ....... . asian oO 

Repeat C-section ...... seeaeee exeee. O40) None 00 
FOPOD6 .cs.c025225 5 ; ‘ ..00 Other (Specily). 220 
Vacuum..... 6O 


y 


Abortion Fraction 


Abortion Rate 
Age 
Age-standardized 
Abortion Rate 


Clinic 


Education 
Fertility Rate 
Fetal Death 


Gestation 


Induced Abortion 


Live Birth 


Living Children 
Married 


Not Married 


Occurrence 
Pregnancy Rate 
Previous Abortions 


Race 


Residence 


APPENDIX D 
DEFINITIONS 


The number of induced abortions per 1,000 reported pregnancies (live births + fetal 
deaths of 20 or more weeks gestation + induced abortions). 


The number of induced abortions per 1,000 females of specified age. 
Age at last birthday. 


The abortion rate calculated by applying the state’s rate within 5-year age groups to the 
July 1980 N.C. female population in those same age groups. A rate is standardized to 
control for differences in age distribution over time or between population groups. 


A freestanding facility, neither physically attached to nor operated by a licensed 
hospital, for the performance of abortions. 


The number of years of schooling completed. 
The number of live births per 1,000 females of specified age. 


Death prior to the complete expulsion or extraction from its mother of a product of 
human conception, irrespective of the duration of pregnancy, as indicated by the fact 
that after such expulsion or extraction the fetus does not breathe or show any evidence 
of life, such as beating of the heart, pulsation of the umbilical cord, or definite 
movement of voluntary muscles (definition adopted by World Health Organization 
in 1950). 


Weeks of pregnancy as computed from date of last menstrual period. 


The purposeful interruption of pregnancy with the intention other than to produce a 
live born infant or to remove a dead fetus and which does not result in a live birth. 


The complete expulsion or extraction from its mother of a product of conception, 
irrespective of the duration of pregnancy, which, after separation, breathes or shows 
any other evidence of life, such as beating of the heart, pulsation of the umbilical cord, 
or any definite movement of voluntary muscles, whether or not the umbilical cord has 
been cut or the placenta is attached (definition adopted by World Health Organization 
in 1950). 


The number of children still living at the time of this event. 


Includes women living with a husband and those who are separated but not legally 
divorced. In the case of live births and fetal deaths, the term also includes mothers who 
have been legally divorced 280 or fewer days. 


Includes women who are widowed or divorced and those who have never married. In 
the case of live births and fetal deaths, widowed or divorced includes only mothers who 
have been widowed or legally divorced for more than 280 days. 


The facility, county, region, or state in which the event occurred. 
The number of pregnancies per 1,000 females of specified age. 


The number of previous induced abortions the abortee has had. The current procedure 
is not included. 


Two broad categories, ‘white’? and “nonwhite,” are used. ‘Nonwhite’’ is predomi- 
nantly Black (90%) in North Carolina. 


The usual county, region, or state of residence of the pregnant woman. 
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